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DROSOPHILID^.

Arista plumose or pectinate ; oral vibrissse present;
subcosta absent or indistinct.

Minute to small flies. The body is bare, except for bristles
on the front of the head. Several forms have red eyes. Many
of them are attracted to decomposing fruit, wine, vinegar,
etc. Eggs are laid in rotten fruit and in decomposing matter
of all kinds. DrosopMla melanogaster is a minor pest on
grapes.

A large amount of work has been done in the United States
on Drosophila ampelophila by Morgan and others with regard to
Mendelian heredity. The small number of chromosomes, and
the ease with which this fly presents a large number of muta-
tions, make it particularly suitable for this work.

Head rounded ; proboscis and antennae short; subcosta
present, or fused with Rx; middle tibiae with spurs ; abdo-
men narrowed forward.
Fairly small flies, yellowish or shining black. The abdomen
of the female is pointed at the posterior end, while the hypo-
pygium of the male is prominent and broad.
They are found about decaying matter of all kinds, and about
foods of a fatty nature. The eggs are laid in such situations,
and the larvse feed upon the material in which they hatch.
PiopJiila casei is a common species in temperate climes, and
is very partial to cheeses, especially the stronger kinds. The
flies are black, about a sixth of an inch in length, and may be
seen stalking slowly and deliberately over the surface of a
cheese. The larvae have the habit of " jumping," by curving
themselves, fixing their mouth-hooklets in notches at the
posterior end, straining and letting go sharply. This habit has
gained for them the name of " cheese hoppers " or " jumpers."
These flies may breed in rotten fungi, or dead adipose tissue,
and are found near accumulations of garbage. They have
been known to cause enteric myiasis, causing lesions in the